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Referred to Committee on HUMAN SERVICES

Introduced by:
(HS)

AN ACT CONCERNING INCOME WITHHOLDING FOR CHILD
SUPPORT.

Be it enacted by the Senate and House of Representatives in General
Assembly convened:

—_

Section 1. Subsection (a) of section 3-119 of the general statutes is

N

repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
January 1, 2016):

|68}

(a) The Comptroller shall pay all salaries and wages not less than
ten calendar days or more than fifteen calendar days after the close of
the payroll period in which the services were rendered, except as
provided in subsections (b) and (c) of this section, but shall draw no

order in payment for any service of which the payroll officer of the

O 0 NI O U1 B

state has official knowledge without the signed statement of the latter
10  that all employees listed on the payroll of each agency have been duly
11  appointed to authorized positions and have rendered the services for
12 which payment is to be made. The Comptroller is authorized to
13  develop, install and operate a comprehensive fully documented
14  electronic system for effective personnel data, for payment of
15 compensation to all state employees and officers and for maintenance
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of a chronological and permanent record of compensation paid to each
employee and officer for the state employees retirement system and
other purposes. Such electronic system shall also facilitate the

electronic processing of an income withholding order entered by a

state or federal court, including any such order transmitted to the

Comptroller by means of the federal electronic income withholding

order process and issued pursuant to section 52-362, as amended by

this_act. The Comptroller is authorized to establish an accounting

procedure to implement this section.

Sec. 2. Subsection (h) of section 31-227 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
January 1, 2016):

(h) (1) An individual filing an initial claim for unemployment
compensation shall, at the time of filing such claim, disclose whether
or not the individual owes child support obligations as defined under
subdivision (6) of this subsection. If any such individual discloses that
he or she owes child support obligations and has been determined to
be eligible for unemployment compensation, the administrator shall
notify the state or local child support enforcement agency enforcing
such obligation that the individual is eligible for unemployment

compensation.

(2) The administrator shall deduct and withhold from any
unemployment compensation payable to an individual who owes
child support obligations (A) the amount specified by the individual to
the administrator to be deducted and withheld under this subsection,
if neither subparagraph (B) nor (C) is applicable, or (B) the amount
determined pursuant to an agreement submitted to the administrator
under Section 654(20)(B)(i) of the Social Security Act by the state or
local child support enforcement agency, unless subparagraph (C) is
applicable, or (C) any amount otherwise required to be so deducted
and withheld from such unemployment compensation pursuant to
legal process, as defined in Section 662(e) of the Social Security Act,
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properly served upon the administrator. For purposes of this

subdivision, legal process shall be deemed properly served upon the

administrator if such legal process is transmitted to the administrator

by means of the federal electronic income withholding order process.

(3) Any amount deducted and withheld under subdivision (2) of
this subsection shall be paid by the administrator to the appropriate

state or local child support enforcement agency.

(4) Any amount deducted and withheld under subdivision (2) of

this subsection shall for all purposes be treated as if it were paid to the

individual as unemployment compensation and paid by such
individual to the state or local child support enforcement agency in

satisfaction of the individual's child support obligations.

() This subsection shall be applicable only if appropriate
arrangements have been made for reimbursement by the state or local
child support enforcement agency for the administrative costs incurred
by the administrator under this subsection which are attributable to
child support obligations being enforced by such state or local child
support enforcement agency.

(6) For purposes of this subsection, the term "unemployment
compensation" means any compensation payable under this chapter,
including amounts payable by the administrator pursuant to an
agreement under any federal law providing for compensation,
assistance, or allowances with respect to unemployment; "child
support obligations" includes only obligations which are being
enforced pursuant to a plan described in Section 654 of the Social
Security Act which has been approved by the Secretary of Health and
Human Services under Part D of Title IV of the Social Security Act; and
"state or local child support enforcement agency" means any agency of
this state or a political subdivision thereof operating pursuant to a plan
described in Section 654 of the Social Security Act which has been
approved by the Secretary of Health and Human Services under Part D
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of Title IV of the Social Security Act.

Sec. 3. Subsection (k) of section 52-362 of the general statutes is
repealed and the following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective
January 1, 2016):

(k) The employer shall notify promptly the dependent or Support
Enforcement Services as directed when the obligor terminates
employment, makes a claim for workers' compensation benefits or
makes a claim for unemployment compensation benefits and shall
provide the obligor's last-known address and the name and address of

the obligor's new employer, if known. When the obligor makes a claim

for workers' compensation benefits, the employer shall include a copy

of any order for withholding received for the obligcor with the

emplover's first report of occupational illness or injury to the

emplover's workers' compensation insurance carrier, and such carrier

shall withhold funds pursuant to the withholding order and pav any

sums withheld as required by subsection (f) of this section. Such

insurance carrier shall be subject to the same remedies for failure to

withhold or pay withheld sums as provided for an emplover or other

payer of income under subsection (f) of this section.

Sec. 4. Section 52-362i of the general statutes is repealed and the
following is substituted in lieu thereof (Effective January 1, 2016):

If the court or family support magistrate finds that (1) an obligor is

delinquent on payment of child support, or an employer or other

paver of income failed to withhold from income due an obligor

pursuant to an order for withholding or failed to pay withheld sums as

required pursuant to subsection (f) of section 52-362, and (2) future

support payments are in jeopardy, or (3) the obligor, employer or other

payer of income has exhibited or expressed an intention not to pay any

such support, the court or family support magistrate may order the
obligor, employer or other payer of income to provide a cash deposit

not to exceed the amount of four times the current monthly support
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and arrearage obligation, to be held in escrow by the Bureau of Child
Support Enforcement or Support Enforcement Services. Any funds
from such cash deposit may be disbursed by the Bureau of Child
Support Enforcement or Support Enforcement Services to the custodial
parent upon a determination by said bureau or Support Enforcement

Services that the obligor, employer or other payer of income has failed

to pay the full amount of the monthly support obligation. Payment
shall be in an amount that, when combined with the obligor's
payment, would not exceed the monthly support obligation. Payment
from such cash deposit shall not preclude a finding of delinquency
during the period of time in which the obligor failed to pay current
support.

This act shall take effect as follows and shall amend the following
sections:

Section 1 January 1, 2016 3-119(a)
Sec. 2 January 1, 2016 31-227(h)
Sec. 3 January 1, 2016 52-362(k)
Sec. 4 January 1, 2016 52-362i

Statement of Purpose:
To facilitate child support payments to families.

[Proposed deletions are enclosed in brackets. Proposed additions are indicated by underline,
except that when the entire text of a bill or resolution or a section of a bill or resolution is new, it is
not underlined.]
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